REVOLUTION                            347

Never had such an array of arms been known.   It seemed
that every able-bodied man in the Empire was soldiering.

So much the better, smiled Antonius at the heart of the
ring, hopelessly hemmed in.

NEWS came that Pansa was nearing, and Antonius resolved
to act, The moment had come. He left some troops under
Lucius to hold Octavianus and Hirtius in skirmish while he
himself ambushed Pansa on the road. He did not know,
however, that Hirtius had cautiously sent the Martian legion
and two picked cohorts to reinforce and direct Pansa; but
otherwise his strategy worked as he had intended. He con-
cealed two legions and two picked cohorts at Forum Galli,
and sent the rest of his cavalry and light infantry along the
JEmilian Road. These men duly encountered Pansa's
advance guard, but found veterans instead of raw recruits.
They retreated, as instructed, and drew Pansa's troops on
to Forum Galli, where the waiting legions swooped out to
the attack.

Pansa bade two of his four new legions throw up a ram-
parted camp as best they could, while he sent on the other
two legions to support the attacked vanguard. At the same
time he sent messengers to Hirtius. Then he strode into the
forefront of the battle. His praetorian cohort was wiped out,
himself gravely wounded, and the Martiaa legion, hotly
pursued, had to retire in disorder to the encampment*

But at this point Hirtius appeared in response to the
messages, and the troops of Antonius had no recourse but
to disperse over the marshy and wooded ground. During
the night Antonius rounded them up by cavalry and led
them back to the lines before Mutina.

and Hirtius were delighted to find that mider
the pressure of fear and promises their men would fight
They decided to break the lines of Antonius.

Antonius sent out his cavalry to drive them back aa4
followed up with his legions. Hirtius led the 4th legion in
an assault on the camp, and Decimus Brutus sallied out of
Mutina. A fierce battle was fought. Antonius was attacked
in front and rear by two superior armies. .But the spirit of